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sphere of influence areas much larger than her eastern colony had
hitherto embraced.
The negotiation with Germany was of a different order, for
here there was no doubt about the other Power's eiFective acti-
vity on the spot. The early attitude of Great Britain to German
colonial expansion had been grudging; and even in a case like
South-West Africa, where her own long neglect had been con-
spicuous, she yet put in futile claims as soon as the German claim
materialized. But Bismarck's sharp reprimand to Granville, and
our new need for German support in Egypt, reversed all that;
and for some years German enterprise, especially in East Africa,
benefited not only by the energy of its own government but by
the yielding disposition of ours. Lord Salisbury, however, was
not deaf to men like Goldie and Mackinnon; and when the great
adjustment was made in 1890, Great Britain gained on both sides
of Africa. On the east the island sultanate of Zanzibar, a great
bone of contention, became a British protectorate. The sphere
of British influence in tropical East Africa (substantially what is
now Kenya Colony and the Uganda Protectorate) was mapped
in such a way as to bar German ambitions towards the Upper
Nile, and undo a great deal that the pushing Dr. Peters had al-
ready done towards realizing them. On the west the incessant
hostility, with which Germany since 1884 had menaced and
harassed Goldie's enterprise, was brought to an end. A direct
negotiation between Goldie and Berlin followed, ripening in
1893 to a formal agreement, which granted the Germans a
narrow strip from their Kamerun colony up to Lake Tchad. To
this they had no prior title, but Goldie was glad to see them there,
because they barred a French encircling advance from that side.
A similar but much narrower extension (known as the cCaprivi
strip5) was conceded under the 1890 Agreement to German
South-West Africa, connecting it with the upper waters of the
Zambesi.
How did Lord Salisbury obtain this balance of African ad-
vantages from his negotiation with Germany? By a small but
important cession in Europe* The tiny island of Heligoland,
commanding the sea-approach to the mouths of the Elbe and
Weser and the coast of Holstein, had been annexed by us from
Denmark in 1807. But for this it would have gone to Prussia
with Schleswig-Holstein, Germany since 1887 had been con-
structing the Kiel Canal, and did not wish a point controlling
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